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Statistical evaluation of socio-economic
development with a new composite index of
Kashmir valley

H T.A. RAJA AND TAWHEED YOUSAF

ABSTRACT : Ten districts of Kashmir valley with respect to nine development indicators were evaluated on the
basis of acomposite Index. The composite index on principal component analysis was employed. The level of
development was obtained for agricultural, industrial and socio-infrastructural sector. Among 10 districts, the
districts which stood best in agricultural sector were Anantnag and Baramulla with a combined rank of 1.5
whereas, Srinagar stood last in agricultural sector with rank of 10. In Socio-Infrastructural sector, the district
standing best was Srinagar with an overall rank of 2.22 and Ganderbal with aranking of 8.11 showed poorest
performance. Similarly inindustrial sector Srinagar stood best with an overall rank of 1 whereas, Ganderbal stood
lastinindustrial sector aswell with aranking of 9.75. A compariative analysis of developmental indicatorsreveal
that Srinagar followed by Anantnag and Baramullaare devel oped Pulwama, Budgam, Kupwaraand Kulgam are
under devel oped while as Shopian, Bandiporaand Ganderbal arelow devel oped. Theresultsof the study further
provide planners and policy makersto take corrective measures and improvements needed in different indicators
for enhancing thelevel of development.
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